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FNTRODUGTION 





| S neceffity and not the defire of Fame is the 

|. motive for appearing thus early in the lit- 
erary world, this circumftance, fhould refcue the 
Author from the implication of prefumption, in 
chufing a fubje& unattempted before. Defeaie is 
fo great an evil and fo much the enemy of Human- 
ity, that Patients would always be averfe from its 
admithon though affured good fhould arife out of 
it. But as one difeafe has been known to cure» 
others, all the Author propofes, is to fhew 
where they have had this effe@, and upon what 
principle, one difeafe ever cured another. 
Lrue principles are the only difederata in me- 
dicine, and it will be found that medicine, as a 
Science, will be progteflive in proportion as true 
principles are eftablifhed. The revolution in the 
mode of prefcribing within a few years is afton- 
ifhing ; formerly a prefcription was valuable in 
proportion to the number of ingredients which en- 
tered into its compofition, now it is fo from the 
paucity ; and probably a phyfician’s mind might be 
meafured by his preicriptions, weak if they were 
complex, {trong if they were fimple.—This im- 
provement has been accomplifhed by principles ; 
and fimplicity will fucceed the quakery of medicine 
iN proportion as juft ones are acquired. Thete have 
been phyficians fince the days of the Emipericks, 
who havedecried every thingin thepraiceofphyfic, 
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but Sfloudes xpetience ; waving the proved objedti- 
on “that as many falfe faéts, & as much falfe experi- 
ence have. been recorded in thehiftory ofphyfic,as 
_ falfe theories or principles,”’ we infift that the facility ) e 
of acquiring a knowledge of the profeflion by means shee 
of aprincipleis as-eafily acquiredasoffads, andiftrue_ me 
itis impofible ever to forget it, “for truth, accord- 

. Ing to acelebrated writer cannot be unlearned’?— 

- Namemory can retain all the fais recorded in me- 
dicine; andif itwerepoilible, a man would bea worfe 
Phyfician f for it, for there are fo many contradictory 
factson the fame difeafe, that hecould only prefcribe 
by forgetting them all. One juit principle unlocks 
a thoufand facts, explains thofe which have a feem- 
ing contradiction, & fo aflociates them in the mind, 
that they revive with the moft vivid impreffions, 
whenever we recur to the principle with which 
they were aflociated. In the old books on materia 
medica, the hiftory of every article of medicine, 
concludes with an appropriate application to fome 
particular affection of the human body; what me- 
mory could retainthis? But fince each article is 
now known to poflefs fome virtue in common with 
others, it is only neceflary to remember the generic 
diftinGion—Thus Opium is given to eafe pains in 
every caie, but it does not inevery cafe fucceed, 
perhaps not in one half, and where it fails, the dif-_ 
eafe is aggravated—Admit as a principle that cer- 
tain {lates of pain are to be cured by ftimulants, 
and that opium is only preferable to other ftimul- 
ants becaufe of its more univerfal operation, and 
we unlock all the mifteries of this invaluable medi- 
cine which no fact nor falfe experience could explain 
either by the raging archeus of Vanhelmont or the 
Sedative or negative operation of Dr. Cullen.— 
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[NDOLENCE, I believe the moft prominent 

propentity of man, if we trace his character 
from the favage of America, to the profeffors of 
{fcience. Is it then to be wondered that . Dr. 
Brown’s fyftem of medicine; fhould find fo ma- 
ny admirers. ‘The {cience’ of medicine acquired 
by former fyftems was painful, tedious and’ oper- 
ofe. But when acquired by fo pleafant, fo light 
and {o fpeculative a fyltem as Dr. Brown’s, it is per- 
haps the moit eafy acquirement which can be im- 
pofed upon the human mind; it is the bufinefs of 
a day, tis to remember there is no local difeafe, to 
which the body can be liable. The door meant 
this or nothing, when he fays---‘* A part isthe feat 
of no general difeafe, the whole body is the feat of 
them all, becaufe with the inequality, above re- 
lated; the whole excitability is affected in them 
all’—Dr. Brown, was lead into this error, by an- 
other in its confequences of greater magnitude,— 
“That pleurify, confumption, and feveral other 
difeafes were local. ‘The beauty of truth requires, 
that wereft not under degrees of error fince it 
is as lovely and aseafily attamed in medicine as 
in other fciences. If one difeafes even cured an 
ather, it can only be explained by confidering the 

body liable to no general, or univerial difeafe.” 
~ "The “human body, as it ftands formed for the 
emiffion of life isa complicated machine—the com- 
ponent parts have been divided by a late * writer 
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into nine different fyftems, as they are not gene- | 

rally known it will be proper to mention them 
here:— They are 1{t.—The Brain and Nerves, 2d. 
—The Liver Lungs and Alimentary Canal, 3d.— 
The Sanguiferous Syftem, 4th.—The Mufeular, 
sth—T he Glandular and Lymphatic, 6th.—The 
Cutaneous, 7th.—The Secretory and Excretory 
Organs, 8th.— The Blood, 9th.—The Senfes and 
appetite, all thefe fyftems are to be affected in one 
of two ways, either partially as in difeafe or | gene- 
rally asin death. Its partial affection alone, is 
here to be confidered—but previoufly I muft pre- 
‘mile two propofitions indifpenfably neceflary in this 
differtation. My firft propofition is, that difeafe 
confifts in unequal excitement towether with ex- 
cefs or deficiency of Excitability. The reverfe of 

this .pr opofition conftitutes health. In health all 
the fyftems have juft proportions of Excitability 
and excitement—but in difeafe all is di iforder ; the 
firft fymptom of which is unequal excitement in 
one or more fyftems, difcoverable by uneafy fenfa- 
tions or pain;. [ have faid difcoverable by thofe ef- 
fects; for difeafe may occur in the. human body 
without either, as in the, formation of calculus in 
‘ the liver and bladder, alfo, in {chirrhus, and ca- 
fes are recorded in medical writings of fuppurations 
in the liver, without. pain or any fymptom to indi- 
catethem. Werife inthe morning with a perfect 
equality of excitement, if in health, but the mo- 
ment the flimuli of the: day begin to act. upon us 
there is a tendency to inequality of excitement, 
which ating til night, leaves our bodies under pre- 
difpofition from the violence of the ftimuli operating 

thro’ the day. In the fanguiferous fy{tem there ‘is 
an increafe of excitement and an abftraGtion from 

‘ : a | 
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the mufcular fyftemand probably from feveral others. 
The mufcle which could raife five thoufand times 
its own weight in the morning, is pained at every 
motion, and the arterie which at the fame time 
beat 65 or 70 fmall and weak, now beats 80 or'go 
full and ftrone. 

A continuance of this irregularity would be dif- 
eafe; but as night comes on, all the ftimuli are ab- 
ftratted except fuch as fupport life, and thus leave 
the excitement to equalize itfelf. ‘* Sleep has been 
called a tendency to death,” it might, with more 
propriety be called, a tendency to, life. For with- | 
out night and fleep refulting from it, we mult have 
been formed like Salamanders, or exifted as Ephe- 
meras— The wildom of the Supreme Being, in the — 
* Government of this world sppos in no inftance 
more ftupendous than in the alternation of night, 
with day. All nature feels its influence, and lives 
but in the change: but as all things are iade fub- 
‘ordinate to man, fo the benefit “of night 1s more 
efpecially intended for him. 1 have faid that it as 
as the prevention to phyfical evil, it alfo, prevents the 
Commiflion of moral, with exceptions applicable 
toboth: But its principle efficacy confilts, in the 
prevention of difeafe. When the irregularity of 
excitement is fo great, thatthe tranfition to difeafe, 
is a work of amoment: night kindly abftracts all 
ftimuli, the arterial fyftem gives off the accumula- 
ted excitement, abftracted from others, and by 
the morning leaves all the fyftems with jult pro- 
portions of excitement—I have faid the body la- 
bours under predifpofition, to difeate every night : 
predifpofition, isthat ftate of one or more fyftems,in 
which a fmall exciting caufe, brings on difeafe, which 
without this predifpolition, would have hadnoeflee: 
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when the fanguiferous fyftem labours under irregu- - 
lar accumulated excitement, from cautfes before 
mentioned, the continuance of thofe caules, or 
others of a fimilar kind one hour, will produce a 
fever which fhall end in death ina few days; the 
only difference here between the predifpofition and 
the difeafe confilts in this. In predifpofition, how- 
ever accumulated the excitement may be, in a fy!- 
tem, there is ftill a tendency in the excitement to 
equalize, when the ftimulating caufe 1s withdrawn. 
But in difeafe, this tendency is loft, though the 
caufe be taken away; inthe arterial fy{tem a con- 
vulfion takes place, by which the excitement be- 
comes fo infulated (if the expreflion may be allow- 
ed) as not be conducted off, by any of the other 
fyftems, and a permanent, irregularity of excite- 
ment, in other words difeafe, takes place; in this 
light I confider hereditary predifpofition to any dif- 
eafe as confumption, epilepfy, madnefs, gout, ftone, 
and numerous others, to confift in nothing more 
than a difpofition, which the feats of thofe difeafes 
have to accumulate excitement, hence a fmall 
exciting caufe is capable of producing the difeafe 
predifpofed to. That difeafe confifts in unequal 
excitement, appears alfo, from its phenomina, 
when a patient labours under that particular ftate 
of fever denominated pleurify, he is faid by the 
- followers of Brown, to have a general difeafe; and 
from the hard tenfe pulfe which attends, a 
difeafe of too much ftrength: I felect this dif- 
eafe, becaufe it has been ufed to exemplify the 
dottrme. But fince the mufcular fy/tem appears 
incapacitated to all action, how fhall it be explain- 
ed, that the whole Body labours under too much? 
Jt is impollible to explain what has no exiftence in 
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nature. The propofition leads. me to confider, 
pleurify not as a dileafe of the whole body, butas 
a difeafe confined to the arterial fyftem: the proxi- 
mate caufeof whichis anaccumulationof excitement, 

in that-fyftem, of which the other fyftems have been 
deprived, the mufcular fyitem, in a particular man- 
ner has beer. deprived of its excitement; this al- 
ways accumulates the excitability, and in this fkate 
any motion is ftimulus dilproportioned; but parti- 
cularly the motion of the intercoftal mufcles, in 
refpiration: that the excitement is accumulated 
from the other fyftems, and not from without the 
body,as Brown’s doctrine teaches, is apparent from 
the caufe of pleurify: this caufe is long expofure to 
cold, which abftracts excitement from the whole 
body—It may be urged that, bleeding is the only 
proper remedy in the difeafe ; but bleeding is only 
a general remedy indirectly, ‘it is as much fpecific 
to the arterial fy{tem, as the gum feetida, is to the 
nervous, affecting the other fyftems through the 
arterial, as the foetida does through the nervous, 
and in proportion as the other fyftems are depen- 
dent upon it; thus fainting may be occafioned by 
bleeding, becaute the nervous iy{tem is dependent 
upon the arterial, for fuch a degree of tenfion in 
the brain, as will enable it to perform the proper 
vibrations, or motions of life. Ifa proper reme- 
dy were difcovered for pleurify; its operation would 
confift in replacing from the arterial, the excite- 
ment of which the other fyftems had been depri- 
ved; this would give health, becaufe the excitement 
ewould be equal; but until fuch a remedy be known, 
bleeding muft be the fubftitute. Bleeding fucceds 
by wafting the excitement in the arterial fyftem, 
nearly to an equality withthe others, and io gives 
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the excitement an opportunity to equalize. ‘If the 
fum of excitement in all the fyftems be 50, we will 
fuppofe a permanent accumulation of 5, in any 
one fyftem to conftitute difeafe, in the arterial it 
would conftitute fever, but fince the other fyftems 
have been deprived of excitement as 5, health 
isreinflated when theyare replaced. This I {hallhere- 
after fay is fometimes accomplifhed by ftimuli, yet 
fhould they a& upon the artérial fyftem,the excite- 
ment fo far from being equalized, might be increa- 
fed to indirect debility, this I will fuppofe at 60, 
-yaft practice, therefore to avoid that danger, re- 
jets the ufe of ftimuli; and by a different plan at- 
tempts to wafte the excitement in the arterial, by 
‘bleeding, and purging, to an equality with the 
‘other fyitems; neverthelefs, fhould the inequality 
continue after the depletion, ftimuli may be at- 
tempted with fafety. The excited fyftem in 
this cafe, I fuppofe to be under 50, and though 
indirect debility, might be brought on in the frit 
inftance, in the fecond, the excitement would on- 
ly be raifed to 50, the point of health. As the 
other fyitems are frequently brought up to the exci- 
ted fyftem in this way, itis fate, but in the firlt 
it Is improper, in as much as indirect debility cught 
always to be avoided. Patients ’tis true have re- 
covered of indirectdebility, in the Yellow Fever, 

under the flimulating treatment, becaufe the 
debility is fo fudden, as eafily tobe equalized: The 
fyitem being infenfible during the time to ftimuli: 
but indirect debility, brought on in other difeafes, 
is more dangerous, as diforganization, by effufion 
of water, or blood, is the confequence.—The phe- 
nomina of Rheumatifm, fhew the fame inequality 
‘of excitement. In this difeafe, asin Pleurity, there 
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is an accumulation of excitement in the arterial 
fyftem, an abftraction from the mufcular, leaving 
the Jatter too deficient to perform its offices ; the 
intention in both, is to equalize the excitement, 

and the method of treatment the fame : In convul- 
fions, the excitement is accumulated'in the mui- 
cular: fyftem, and abftracted from the arterial and 
other fyftems, this inequality appears in the pulfe, 
which is flow and weaker than in health, however 
as fever fometimes occurs, it fhews the artérial par- 
ticipates in the accumulation: this ought to be no- 
ticed, for whenever it occurs bleeding is more pro- 
‘per, it increafes the determination to the arterial, 

where the accumulation is much more: fate, ood 
the mufcular. This is fo ftriking, that the arterial 
fyftem feems tobe the grand Magazine of excite- 
ment, in which all the fuperfluous excitement 1s de- 
pofited and from whence itis carried out of the body 
-by means of thé excretions, or remains to fuppiy 
the wants of the other fyftems.: ‘This obtains very 
remarkably in confumption, the excitement is ac- 
cumulated in the arteries andfrom thence conduct- 
ed off fo perfectly that none of the fyftems. appear 
to be affected for fome time: Debility eit acy but 
as the excitement is nearly equal from the fuperfiu- 
ous quantity difcharged every night; the only m- 
convenience which the patient appears to fulieris 
in bulk ;:that this is really the cafe may be inter- 
ed from! the different effect. which -metaltafis of 
the excitement from the lungs to the head has up- 
on the body; when accumulated in this inftance it 
. cannot be evacuated, and the body labours under 
oreat | inconvenience. The above confideration 
| of the Phenomina of difeafes, I think prove, 

that they depend upon unequal excitement. © “This 
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will appear mote clearly in the confideration of . 
the proximate caufe of difeafes : But as the metaf- 
tafes' of difeafe has been’ mentioned, it may be pro- 
- to confider them i in this He Peas ! 





SECTION 1.2 


While the Phewoniiae of ‘alk itifkats, were 
_ explained by Phyficians, upon the morbific theory, 

great difficulties arofe in the confideration of metaf- 
tafis ; it was eafy to conceive, upon their theory that 
morbific. matter repelled from a fore leg, might. 
produce a confumption, becaufe here the matter. 
had been the obje& of their fenfes, and whenever 
-difeafe was the effect of repulfion of 2 any eruption 
from the furface of the body, they attributed it, toa 
metattafis of the fpecific matter. In repelled Small- 
Pox, and Meafles;. it appeared to them felfevi- 
dent that the matter was tranflated from the 
furface or cuntaneous fyftem to fome internal 
part. But when they came to°confider the 
fudden tranflations or metaftafis in the Gout their 
theory muit have failed. It was difficult to con- 
-ceive that matter, in their acceptation of the 
word, could pafs with the velocity: of light, from 
one great toe to the other, and ‘as fuddenly 
return, yet this occurs in gout a difeafe ac- 
cording to their theory depending upon morbific 
matter—In Pleurify the pain paffes: from the fide 
‘to the breaft and from one fide to:the other, in an 
inftant of timie.—But how this fhould be matter, is 
not eafy to conceive. The Aura Epileptica muft 
have excited aftonifhment but never could excite 
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an explanation upon the morbific theory.—I fhall 
- confider metaftafis as nothing more than excitement 
unequal or out of place, not differing in any one 
refpect from that excitement which in proper place 
compofes the health of the body. I may be afked; 
do not difeafes proceed from accrimonious eruptions 
repeled from the furface ? and are not thofe erup- 
tions admitted to depend upon accrimony? to this 
Tanfwer, that internal difeafes certainly, have ori- 
ginated from repeled eruptions, yet as I deny any 
{pecific accrimony exifts even in the eruptions I 
fhall certainly deny it in the internal difeafes; when 
the morbific theory of fever was expelled the fchools 
as untrue, a privifo was anexed, by which it was 
to be admitted in fome cafes. It was granted that 
fever from the fenfiblé qualities of the air did not 
_ originate in morbific matter, but it was maintained 
that fever from fpecific contagion certainly did, 
and they inftanced fmall-pox, where thematter con- 
veyed into the fyf{tem, was the object of our fenfes. 
Admitting the matter of contagion to be conveyed 
into the fyitem, and thereto produce fever, let 
us fee how far this may be juftly explained upon 
different principles ;-every thing which affects the 
human body mult do it by one of two operations ; 
as ftimulant, or fedative, if this be admited which 
cannot be denied medicine and food are fimilar, 
differing only in the degrees of their operation; all 
medicine is {timulant, or fedative ; fo is whatever 
produces difeafe in the body ; as therefore whatever 
{timulates the body produces excitement, fo when- 
ever the excitement is increafed to difeafe the caufe 
is {timulus applied, now whither the ftimulus 
refided in the variolus morbillous, or any other 
matter the excitement is the fame, differing 
only in degree and fpecific operations. But a 
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{pecific operation is equally difcoverable, in thofe 
ftimuli denominated food, as in thofe called’ 
medicine; Afparagus, parfely, the alliacee, muf- 
tard, andmany other articles of diet have a fpecific 
operation upon the glandular fyftem, or kidnieys, 
Squills, Digittalis, Cantharides, have the fame; 
If it were neceflary to continue the parallel ail the 
medicine now difcovered might be aduced; but the 
analogy of quality appears {trong in this, that arti- 
cles of diet are alternately medicine and food ; 
Figgs, Pruins, Muftard and many others, are ufed 
either as food or medicine. Milk fo general an 
article of diet, is to fome perfons equally purgative 
with Calomel, and from its having that effect in dif- 
charging the meconium of Infants, ’tis probably 
a property, it has in common with other purgatives, 
It is not an objection that the fame effect does not 
continue; themoft violent purgatives require, to be 
increafed if the fame effects are wifhed ; the pow- 
er of habit, in wafting the excitability by the ap- 
operation of any flimulant. is evident in the ufe of 
Tobacco, and opium. Inftances are not wanting 
to fhew that the ftimulus of food, has produced 
the fame {pecific operation upon the body, that it 
feels from contagion ;—* A dinner of the Dolphin 
fifh, gave the Sailors who confumed it a fever and 
an eflorefcence over the whole body ;—+ A diet of | 
Bullocks liver, caufed the moft infupportable af- 
fection of the cutaneous fyftem in perfons who liv- 
ed upon it. From what has been faid we may fairly 
conclude no fuch thing as accrimony, or morbific 
matter, different from f{timuli, as above explained ; 

ever einen in the human body ; and that however 
different and numerous difeafes may ‘have been con- 
fidered, there is but one difeafe in the world. 


* Dr. Ruthes LeQures. + Medical Tranfactions-. 
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This I define to be irregular excitement, and aie 
as it may found, I believe it true, and fo confonant 
to juft reafoning that an inveltigation of difeafe, 
upon this principle, would leave the mind more f{a- 
tisfied than upon any other. 





SEC EDO N. OF 


My Jecond Prepofion is, that all Pain wherever fi tua 
ted in the Human Body, has for its caufe excefs of 
Excitement. 


Tam fenfible this brbisetition is contrary to re- 
ceived opinion, which makes pain depend upon 
excels and deficiency of excitement ; and would 
have avoided it, in order to avoid the ap- 
pearance of fingularity, yet it is fo much an ap- 
pendage of the firft pr opofition, thatit may be con-., 
fidered a farther explanation of it. Ihave alfo the 
opinion of the great Dr. Heartley,in itsfavour. On 
the fubject of pleafure and pain, he fays ‘‘ that the 
moft vigorous of our feniations are termed fenfible 
pleafures and pains; the doctrine of vibrations feems 
to require, that each pain fhould differ from the 
correlponding, and oppofite pleafure, notin kind 
but in degree only, that is, pain fhould be nothing 
but pleafure carried beyond a due limit’”’ “ thus 
an agreeable warmth may be made to pais into a 
troublefome, or burning heat, by increafe, or con- 
tinuance, and the fame holds with relpeé to frition 
light and founds”—if pain does not depend upon 
excels of excitement always; it originates from de. 
ficiency—but if the firlt, be admitted, and fhew a 
fallacy in the fecond, the propofition willbe proved. 
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Pain from fthenic difeafe is faid to originate in ex- 
ceflive excitement, and in proof tis faid the appli- 
cation of all ftimuli increafe it, Yet as there are 
cafes of pain feated in the fame fyftems, which are 
relieved by ftimuli, *tis fuppofed the caufe muft be 
different.—In {pafmodic cholic, fo called, the 
pain is cured by fpirit, {pices, eflential oils, ether, 
and laudanum, which fay they, muft give an ad- 
dition of excitement, to the lyftem. ‘This cer- 
tainly is plaufible at firlt appearance, but is re- 
folvable into this: In the pain arifing from dil- 
eafes of exceflive action, the inequality of excite- 
ment is as 55, now every attempt to raife the difi- 
cient fyftems up to 55, would in danger frefh accu- 
mulation in the affected part, the cure therefore (as 
before laid down) would confift in watiing the ex- 
citement below 50, after which the painis relieved by _ 
ftimuli. The accumulation then though irregular is 
below 50, and as it is eafier to bring the fyftems up 
to 50, than to reduce the accumulated fy{tem lower, 
ftimuli are moft proper. No pain can occur, but 
under one of thefe circumftances; either there is 
an accumulation of excitement above 50, or anac- 
cumulation below it; neither is it difficult to con- 
ceive the fame effect in both cafes. To equalize the 
excitement in the firft inftance depletion is neceflary 
in the fecond ftimuli, both however havetheir excep- 
tions; it is known that the ftimulus of hot drink, 
the pedeluvium, anda hot bed will cure a plurify, 

not long formed. ‘This does not always fucceed, 
“nor does the application of {timuli always relieve 
pain, though the fyftem be below 50; for ifthe 
{timuli act upon the accumulated iyitem, it may 
be foon carried above 50, and require bleeding ; 
this is often witnefled in cholics. Is it poflible to 
conceive that in one hour, without any fenfible al. 


(a) 


teration in the pain, it fhould proceed from defici- 

ency of excitement in the next from excels. Dr. 

Ruth, lately taught that nervous fever, was cured 

by bleeding after the 21ft. day; here the excitement 
was fo accumulated in the arterial fyitem, though 
confiderably below 50, that nothing but wafting 
a part could ever equalize it. he tremors in fevers 
which precede fubfultus tendinum, and convulfion, 
he has alfo difcovered, may be cured by dipletion, 
to the great benefit of mankind; yet how much 
bark, how many volatile mufk bolufles, what deluges 
of wine, have not thefe fymptomsin fever confumed. 
This fymptom like pain, has been attributed to de- 
ficiency of excitement, and the cure attempted al- 
ways by thofe things, which fhould give excite- 
ment to thofe parts. ‘There can not be a doubt, 
that tremors have in numerous initances been cured 
by ftimulants ; but it has been upon the principle 
above laid down, and the practice can only be juft, 

as that isrefered to. A principle mult be jult, which 
embraces every phenomenon of the fubje@t, upon 
which it is founded, this is eminently true of the 
propofition under confideration, fince all painhow- 
ever different inappearance,jis refolvableintoit, Does 
pain from inflammatory cholic, depend upon ex- 
cefs of excitement? So does pain ‘from nervous 
cholic. Does pain arife from wound in the foot? 
So it doesfrom gout. Does inflammation of the fto- 
mach caufe pain? So does retrocedent gout. Is pain 
from inflammation of the kidnies, owing to exceflive 
excitement? The fame is feen in mifplaced gout ; 
yet the cure is different. In the firft, the cure con- 
fifts in wafting the excitement, in the fecond ex- 
citement is added. ‘** Truth it is faid refts behind, 
firft appearances’”’---In no cafe is the obfervation 
more juft than in the prefent. Phyficians conclude; 
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bishere ve times : hie 18 Sane the firft appear- 
aticé; but truth refts behind it. TI know it is faid, 
that when ftimuli fucceed, the body labours under 
debility, but this is a vague term: the body isin a 
{tate of dibility, Whenever it is affetted by ftimuli, 
difproportioned to excitability ! It is the predifpo- 
fing caufe of all difeafe, exifts equally, in the moft 
acute cafes of {thenic difeate, asin the purely, ner- 
vous, of fpafmodic, and applies with equal pro- 
priety to cafes of wounds, as to the chorea St. Viti. 
But‘are not inflances of pain, from’ tetanus, and 
cold, exceptions pointed to the propofition? "They 
are not. ‘Tetanus originates from’ two caufes,. the 
alternation of heat and cold, or fome particular ir- 
ritation-of the nervous fyftem: When’ expofure 
to cold night air, in tropical climates 1s the caufe : 
we {hall find the patient had been in health, and 
under circumftances where dibility is leaft expected, 

how’ then can the excitement, refulting from the 
{ftimulus of heat, fo fuddenly be wafted, as to fub- 
je@ the body to difeafe of too little excitement ina 
few hours? When the body is expofed to the cold 
in this paflive ftate, the excitement is thrown into 
thofe fyitems which were deprived of it. The mufcu- 
larjis perhaps moft deprived ofexcitement, it will re- 
quire moft therefore to equallze it: Ifthe loft excite- 
ment could be reftored gradually to the mufcles, 
health would be the confequence, but as the cold; 
has‘added to the debility, the excitement rufhes vio- 
lently to that fyftem, and becomes locked in fpa- 
fv; that this is really the cafe a appears from lefs 
determination, producing rheumatiim fever, &c. 

whereas were it different, under the fame expen 
fure, but one difeafe could ever occur. Practice 
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has led to this.error ;» becaufe pain in the firft, ig 
relieved by ftimuli, and in the fecond, by depletion, 
phyficians concluded pain to depend upon a differ- 
ent action in each. The fecond caufe oftetanus isirri- 
tation, now irritation of either of the other fyftems 
produces increale of excitement and pain? Irrita- 
tion of the bladder, occafions fever, and great 
pain; fo does irritation of the brain, give rile to 
fever, and convulfions. If it produce excitement 
in others, why fhall it be denied to the mufcular ?* 
‘The fame occurs in fever, from irritation of the ner- 
vous fyftem. Probably it depends upon fympathy, 
fince all fympathy, appears refolvable into irregu¥ir 
determination of excitement. I come in the laft 
place, to confider pain from cold: ‘The explanati-_ 
on of cold,. with refpect to the effects it has on the 

body, has "been. until of late unintelligible, and it 
is even now dificult to explain the pain, refulting 
from its application, confonant to my propofition. 
Tf cold acted by ftimulating, as fome think, the ex- 
planation would be eafy, for whatever ftimulates 
produces excitement, proportioned to the im-. 
preflion ; but cold is the ablence of heat, which 
being pofitive, the abfence of it is negative, or 
thus, if life depends upon heat, the abfence of all 
heat would be death, or cold. Debility may be 
confidered as the prime conductor of excitement, 
if the body was.in an equilibrium, it would oaly 
continue fo while there was no partial debility; 
but as.cold gives this debility, the equililbriumisde- 
{troyed by its application, and the excitement ruth- 

es to maintain its equality, to the dibilitated part; 

this is accomplithed in an inflant of time, for the 


* Ttis no objeCtion, that the irritation exilts in the ner- 
_ vous fyftem, and the accumulation 9% ithe mofcular. 
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moment apart is abftracted by the cold, itis fuc- . 
ceeded by frefh excitement, the change of which 
gives pain. This is illuftrated a by fact of univer- 
fal obfervation, that the face becomes more red 
from expofure to cold, thanto heat, and explains 
the univerfal redneis, which appeared over the bo- 
dy of the man, who expofed himfelf naked in the 
fnow, + viz. that the dibility over the whole fur- 
face, occafioned a greater determination of excite- 
ment toit, than under any other circumftances. 
The Phenomenon of death, from cold is refolvable 
into the fame principle, when the cold has fo far 
watfted the excitement, that the tendency to equa- 
lize itfelf, is deftroyed, no more pain is perceived, 
anda ftrong tendency to fleep fucceeds, which 
ends in death. Should it be faid, the lofs of fenfa- 
tion, prevents the perception of pain—I anfwer, 
that while life continues, there is fenifation, and 
that the pain vanifhes long before life. Upon the 
principle juft laid down, Lam of opinion, the ef- 
fects of cold bath, in curing intermittents, and dif- 
eafes depending upon dibility, may better be ex- 
plained, than upon any other. All periodical dif- 
eafes appear to depend upon accumulation of ex- 
citement ; in quartan, and tertian fevers, the ope- 
ration of ftimuli, accumulates fo much excitement 
in the arterial fyftem, that in a given time fever, 
as before defcribed, is produced: This however ts 
of fhort continuance, and ends when the fuperabun- 
dant excitement is thrown off by fweat. The recur- 
rence of the fit happens, whenthe fame quantity of 
excitement is again collected ; which is moft likely 
to occur, ina given time; the fame happens in 
all periodical difeafes—There was lately a cafe 


+ Dr. Wiftar’s Lectures. 
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of madnefs, in the Pennfylvania Hofpital, which 
recurred in the form of atertian fever, and which is 
only different from a tertian, in accumulating the 
excitement in the brain, rather than the arterial 
fyftem. Periodical hemorrhagies, are from the 
fame caufe: whenever therefore, the cold bath is 
of advantage, it is by creating fuch dibility in the 
cutaneous fy{tem, as induces the excitement, which 
was accumulating in the arterial fyftem, to ruth 
into the cutaneous, where we fhall hereafter fay, 
an accumulation may exift, with little detriment 
to the body. As long as the excitement continues 
in the cutaneous fyftem, the paroxyfm is preven- 
ted ; but as this cannot be done always, the reme- 
dy frequently fails. 

I fhould in the next place proceed to confider 
the cure of one difeafe by another; but as the 
words, excitability and excitement frequently and 
unavoidably occur, it isneceflary to explain what 
is meant by the terms. By excitability, I mean 
that property which diftinguifhes living from dead 
matter, itis that upon which ftimuli ac to pro- 
duce life, and this, as is taught in our univerfity by 
the profeflor of inftitutes, is nothing more than an 
effec?. . Excitement is the refult of ftimuli acting 
upon excitability ; this it is true comprehends the 
definition of life ; and probably excitement is no- 
thing more than life. However it isa fubje&, on 
which much is to belearned; but the time will 
come when the Pyrrhonift himfelf fhall acknowl- 
edge its identity. Excitement appears convertible 
into excitability; thus the femen maticulinum 
throws the accelerators into convulfion when much 
excitement is determined to them ; but when they 
arenot excited the femen paffes unnoticed. This 
alfo occurs in nervous fever, and will explain 
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Dr. Wood’s doubts with refpect to the propriety 
of powerful {timuli in that difeafe. The converfi- 
on of excitement into excitability, appears farther 
in injuries of bones and ligaments, which have little 
excitability in health, but in difeafes become ex- 
quifitely fenfible. Dr. Brown fays that where the 
body is debiliated, the excitability 1s increafed and 
vice verfa. This propofition 1s applicable to thofe 


~ irregularities generally eftimated within the boun- 


daries of health, asin drunkenefs &c. but does not 
apply to difeafes ; thus, in an inflammation of the 
ftomach, the excitability is fo great that the ad- 
‘miffion of one drop of wine gives more pain than 
a bottle in health ; the fame applies to all inflam- 
matory difeafes ; in nervous fevers the excitement 
is walted and the excitability alfo, as appears from 
the application of blifters giving no pain and from 
the great quantity of ftimuli neceflary to refuflitate 
departing life. | | 





SECTION JW. 
a ae OTHERS. 


This will appear more confpicuous by confiidering.— 
iff. How far-the prefence of one difease in the bo- 
dy, prevents the admiffion of others.—2d. What 
difeafes have cured others, and upon what princi- 
ple.—3d. The application to praétice. 


And firft, one difeafe preventive of others, 
in proportion as itis general in the fyftem. No 
difeafe can be univerfal in the body, from what 
has been faid ; but as fome fyftems are more gen- 
eral than others, whenever a difeafe is fituated im 
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one of them, it more certainly prevents the ad- 
miflion of others. Itis from this caufe that fever 
is the greateft preventive of other difeafes ; mad- 
nefs perhaps excepted—Fever has its feat in the 
arterial fyftem, which muft be acknowledged the 
moft general. Itconfifts in an increafed excite- 
ment of that fyftem, and may exilt independent of , 
any other affection, as in confumption without ulcer, 
and in gout placed in the arterial fyitem ; all vio- 
lent contagious difeafesas plague, yellow fever, 
fmall-pox, meafles, &c. have their feats in this 
fyftem ; other fyitems become affected, as the glan- 
dular in the plague, the liver in the yellow fever, 
and the cutaneous fyftem in the fmall-pox; but 
the primary affe€tion is in the arterial. Thefe 
difeafes originate from the ftimuli of contagions 
which only differ from other ftimuli in their 
fpecific determination —-—Now although, con- 
tagion as a ftimulant may alle the fyftem, al- 
ready under the impreflion of another, and in- 
creafe the excitement; yet no {pecific effects are 
to be feen except thofe of the firft contagion ; 
from which it would appear that the arterial. fyf- 
tem mutt be free from any {pecific operation, before 
the effects of any other is to be feen; and to this 
the power of fever, in the prevention of difeafes 
may be attributed. It is no objection to this, “¢ that 
powerful epidemics chace away all other difeafes, 
or force them to wear its livery,’ whenever the vio- 
lence of the caule 1s fo great asin epidemics, it fuf- 
pends the action of all the fyftems, and when they 
begin again to act whatever ftimulus is. frongeft, 
agreeably ato law of the animal ceconomy, will be 
alone perceived. ‘Thus if tobacco, and cayene 
pepper, be putinto the mouth at the fame time, 
the tobacco will not be perceived. This view 
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of fever will explain, why inoculation fometimes. _ 
fails, becaufe the patient laboured under fever with- 
out its being known; a remarkable fact of this kind 
occured in the practice of Dr. Thomas of Maryland, 
my worthy preceptor in medicine, he inoculated a 
whole family for the fmall-pox, who did not fick- 
en tillthe arft, day ; as perions inoculated with the 
fame kind of matter had it atthe ufual time, Iam 
induced to fuppofe they laboured under fever with- 
out its being noticed.. It was from this caufe pro- 
bably, hard drinkers who were conftantly intoxi- 
cated, efcaped the yellow-fever in 1793—they were 
conftantly under fever from the diffufible ftimulus 
of rum.. I am led in this place to notice the quefti- 
on, whether the body can labour under Fab dif-. 
eafes at the fame time. 

The difputants in this as in many other queftions 
long maintained without conviction, have been in 
turn both right, and both wrong. The human 
body may as certainly labour under two difeafes at 

the fame time, as there certainly are different fy{tems, 
compofing that body. It may labour under fever, 
leproiy, fcrofula and lues, at the fame time, the 
fame may be faid, of itch, tinea, capitis, and all 
the cutaneous difeafes, which may exilt with or 
without fever at the fame time.—But they exilt in 
this combination only as peculiar to different fyf- 
tems; for I would as foon fuppofe the body exempt 
from all difeafes, as fuppofe any one fyitem could 
have two doccitt difeafes at the fame time, or in 
ether words fuppofe the {mail- -pox, and meafles, 

could both exit together; this is clearly exempli 
fied in the: fact related by Dr. Hunter: He fays 
that in a cafe vor he had inoculated for the 
fmall-pox, the meafles entirely fulpended it, po 
ihe meafles had left the body, when the {mall |-pox 
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appeared—the contagion of the meafles had begun 
to act previous to the introduction of thefmall-pox 
and had taken fuch exclufive hold on the arterial 
fyftem that the variolus. lay dormant, until the 
morbillous had worn itfelf out. 

Madnefs particularly prevents other. difeafes. 
Perhaps the body is leait difpofed to difeafe, when 
it has leaft excitability.—One of the firft fymptoms 
of madnefs is.a morbid infenfibility to the action 
of all {timuli madmen, bear equally the extremes of 
heat and cold, and are fcarcely moved by mechani- 
cal ftimuli :—Since then itis the action of ftimuli, 
which give rife to difeafe, the body may be faid to 
be in the belt. {tate of prevention when it is in a 
{late of madnefs; and accordingly, we find that lu- 
natics are exempt from all other difeafe, and fome- 
times live to a great age: madnefs however does not 
univerfally prevent difeafe. *'Three of thejmaniacs 
in the Penn/ylvania Hofpital, had the influenza in 
1789, and they are fometimes aifected with difeafes 
from the alternation of heat and cold. ‘Thefe fas 
however do not leflen the power of madnefs, in yy, 
preventing dileafe, for as many lunatics have lucid/ if 
intervals, fo tis highly probable: thefe difeafes a hay cod 
taken in one of them. The hemorrhoids have long.7 4, 
been confidered as preventive of other difeafes yale 
the followers of Boerhaave taught this, and: fo 
great was their confidence in it, that the patient, 
who once had it was obliged to beara loathfome 
difeafe, the reit of his life, becaufe it was thought to 
be a drain for morbific matter. Butit may:more 
juftly be explained upon the principles eftablithed, 
that the evacuation leflens the excitement, which, 
by accumulating, gives rife to difeafe. 


* Dr. Rufh’s Inquiries, and obfervations, vol..2. « 
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Setons and iflues, like the hemorrhoids, prevent 
difeafe. Dr. Hodges affords in himfelf a ftrong 
proof of their advantage ; the Dr. fays he had one 
in his leg all the time the plague raged in London, 
and to that caufe he attributes his efcape from its | 
deadly ravages. Whenever his fyftem became fur- 
charged with contagion, the feton inflamed and 
difcharged more confiderably. The gout is efteem- 
ed preventive of other difeafes, and this becomes 
a fource of comfort to the Podagric. Dr. Hilleary, 
in his difeafes of Barbadoes, fays a miliary erup- 
tion often prevented the yellow fever. 

Thefe facts are fufficient to eftablifh the pofition, 
that one difeafe prevents another, any further enu- 
meration of facts will therefore be unneceflary. 





Sikes? EEO Ney: 
od. WHAT DISEASES HAVE CURED OTHERS, &c. 


Solitary facts, of the cure of one difeafe by an- 
other, are to be found difperfed in moft medical 
writings; but they are fo unconnected with any 
principle, as to appear niched in, merely to in- 
creafe the book. ‘(he firft fa& of this kind, per- 
haps was noticed by Hippocrates, who in his firft 
book upon Epidemicks, fays. ‘‘ The quartan fever 
is not accompanied with much danger, that it 1s ea- 
fy to cure, and that it even cures feveral confidera- 
ble difeafes, as apoplexy, &c. If the fever (he 
adds) does not fupervene, the Patient dies on the 
wth, day.’ Again he fays, “‘ifa man lofes the power 
of fpeech, when intoxicated, he recovers immedi- 
lately upon the appearance of fever.” Monficur 


(ge) 


De la Hire was fubjeét to palpitations of the heart 
the caufe of which was unknown, but after refift- 
ing every remedy, it was cured by a quartan fe- 
ver. A member of Congrefs, from the ftate of 
Georgia, informed me, his wife’s mother was cured 
of infanity, by breaking her arm, and has conti- 
nued perfectly well ever fince. Similar to this 
was the practice of Dr. Difportes of St. Domingo, 

who cured his patients of the yellow fever by large 
wounds in their legs.* The wife ofa Britith officer 
had long been fubject to the head ach; after her 
firft child fhe became infane, and continued fo till 
her head ach returned, which reftored her to rea- 
fon.+ Willis, relates the cafe of a girl, who was 
fubject to epilepfy, who in one of her fits, fell in- 
to the fire, and burned her face and head very 
much, but as long as the ulcers kept open, fhe was 
free from the difeafe: Hollereus, furnifhes us with 
a fimilar example. <A girl had from her infancy 
a fore on her head, it was fuddenly healed, and 
fhe became epileptic, a variety of medicine was at- 
tempted without any effect, when fhe was cured 
by bringing back the difcharge, by an application 
of beet leaves. Dr. Mead, relates a cafe of epilep- 
fy, which occured at the fame period with the 
tides, and was cured by an ulcer on the head, the 
confequence of a blifter.—tFatuity in a child was 
cured by a large burn, and an idiot thirty five 
years of age became rational when labouring un- 
der a confumption.—§ Dean Swift was cured of 
madnefs while he had an abfcefs in his eve. An 
obftinate ulcer on the fide was cured upon an at- 
tack of hemiplegia. Many chronic dileafes have 


* Dr. Rufh’s Leétures. 
+ ei ivall. § Dr, Johnfon’s Life, of Swift. 
ic hs. Webfter, obfervations on the fomach. 
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been cured by pleurify—It has cured diarhcea in 
»a gentleman of this city. A patient who came to 
Philadelphia with confumption in order'to prepare 
for a fea voyage which had been prefcribed by his 
phyficians, was cured by a pleurify.—A fimilar 
cafe occurredi n the hofpital in Jan. 1794: James 
Young was admitted for confumption, and bled 
three times ; foon after, he was feized with pleuri- 
fy, Dr. Ruth, the attending phyfician, had him bled 
eleven times in fix days, which cured him of both 
complaints. It may be faid the bleeding cured him, 
but unlefs the difeafe had affumed the form of pleu- 
rify, bleeding might not have been fubmitted to, 
though equally proper in the firft as the fecond 
difeafe. Rheumatifm cured confumption, in three 
cafes in the hofpital* the fame difeafe has alfo been 
cured by hydrocephalus internus, and from a fi- 
milar caufe—the brea{t is relieved in that difeafe, 
whenever the pain is tranflated to thehead.+ Mad- 
nefs has cured confumption, fo it has dropfy. In 
this place may be noticed the effect which preg- 
nancy has in difeafes; a maniac in the bettering 
houfe of this city was perfectly cured of her infa- 
nity while fhe was pregnant, but relapfed into her 
former ftate foonafter delivery. Though preg- 
nancy is not efteemed’ a difeafe, yet it can not be 
denied that the excitement is collected in a parti- 
culér manner in the region of the uterus; what- 
ever does this caufes difeafe, which is an accumu- 
lation in other parts. Cutaneous difeafes have been 
more particularly noticed, as curing others.— 
Cleghorn, in his difeafes of Minorca, fays, it hap- 
pened in feven or eight patients, that an erifipelas 
appearing on the inferior ones emities cured the 
fever, others were cured bya phlegmon. When- 


* Dr. Rufh’s Inguirtes, and obfervations, vol. 2. 
- + Dr. Mead. ee 


€- 9%) 


ever the plague is cured fpontaneously, itis by 
means of phlegmons. Dr. Ruth, had a patient 
the laft fummer, 60 years of age, who’ recovered 
from his fever, as foon as an erifipelas appeared on. 
his leg, this patient informed:me,that this had been 
the termination of every fever he ever had. Puf- 
tulary eruptions, and blotches frequently relieve 
the pulmonary fever.* ‘The fame author obferves, 
when the puiftules broke out at the ftate of the 
difeafe, it relieved the patient, and ended. in a def: 
quamation of the fcarf fkin, this defquamation is 
abfervable.in all difeafes which have a fpecific de- 
termination to the {kin,..as {mall pox, meafles, &c. 
The excitement, in this inftance, is thrown upon 
the cutaneous fy{tem, and frees the arterial. When 
critical eruptions break out in madnefs, they give 
inftant relief. Inoculation for the itch cured the 
epilepfy. A very remarkable cafe of the fame 
kind-is mentioned by Dr. Zimmerman, in his ex- 
perience in phyfic. Agentleman, fixty years of age, 
had long laboured under {pafmodic affections, and 
particularly of that ftri¢ture in the organs of refpi- 
ration and intermiflion of the pulfe attendant on 
angina pectoris ; an herpetic eruption about the a- 
nus telieved him perfectly; the fame kind of e- 
ruption relieved aspatient who had been afflicted 
with vertigo andaura epileptica with a {trong ten- 
dency to apoplexy. A worthy friend of mine 
about fixty, whofe conftitution was much injured 
by frequent attacks of gout, was freed from them 
by a pruritus around the anus; but the removal 
of it by {trong applications of lead, contrary to my 
advice, deftroyed him ina few days. A. coach- 


* Huxham, of Epidemics, page 58. vol. I. 
+ Dr. Lettfom Medical Memoirs. 
i 


( 34 3 


man in this city was feized with: headach, which | 
incapacitated him from.any employment, he: faid: 
the jolting of the, carriage gave him a fenfation:as 
if his brain was loofe and fhaking in. his head ; af- 
ter this fenfation had. continued fome time, he be- 
-came perfectly deaf; but was relieved from: thofe 
complaints by an eruption which. broke:out over 
his head—he wifhed to be cured of the: eruption ; 
but Dr. Ruth advifes him to bear the prefentincon- . 
venience. Dr. Woodhoufe informed me, he had 
a patient laft fall. with the intermittentfever which 
refifted every medicine that could: be devifed, who 
was cured by the hyfteria.. Great pain:in the pe- 
his was cured. by a gonorhea virulenta: after eve- 
ry medicine had tailed and: after Dr. Hunter had 
pronounced it incurable.* Blenorrhagia is alfo 
cured by the fame difeafe, Strangury is of great 
advantage in the cure of other difeafes. A: phyfi- 
cian in Maryland informed Dr. Ruth he: never 
loft. a patient.in pleurify where he could produce 
{trangury ; and the doctor adds im his lectures: that 
he did. not recolle¢t-ever to have’ loft a patient in 
fever of any kind, where blifters brought onthat 
painful fenfation. Jofeph Grofo, a Web Indian, 
was cured fuddenly of violent pneumonia, which 
had continued fome time, by w, ftrangury: Dr. 
Lettfom, in the medical memoirs mentions, 
a remedy for chin cough, which cured. by 
caufing ftrangury—The excellency of. blifters,. in 
the cure of difeafes, has ftamped fuch a value upon 
them, that they will never perhaps: be forgotten in 
the practice of phyfic.. Yet phyficians are not de- 
termined upon their principleof action. One phy- 
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fictan applies them in all cafes of pain, becaufe 
pain is frequently deftroyed by their application. 
A fecond preferrbes them as antifpafmodics, and 
fhould they aggravate the difeafe, which not un- 
frequently happens, their failure is attributed to 
to the violence of the difeafe. A third confiders 
thera as ftimulant and will only prefcribe them in 
afthenic difeafes, Blifters appear to me univerfal- 
ly ftimulant and the difference of effect at dif- 
ferent times, muft be afcribed to different {tates 
of Excitement, in the fytem. Perhaps medicine 
might be defined to confift in thofe things which 
produce difeafe when applied to the healthy body. 
This definition ftridtly applies to Blifters, which 
produce general and local difeafe applied to a 
body in health, but which give health to the. 
fame body when difeafed. The fome obfervation 
applies to the falivary difeafe which we fhall next 
confider, and pofpone the explanation of Blifters 
to an other place. Mercury has been called very 
emphatically, the Sampfon of the materia medica ;* 
the praife is juft ; for the phyfician who can ma- 
nage it, has a weapon with which he can deftroy 
a hoft of difeafes either of which, without mer- 
cury could deftroy him. But its chief virtue de- 
pends upon producing the falivary difeafe. Sall- 
vation by mercury, probably originated in acci- 
dent, and the good effect no doubt induced phy- 
ficians to imitate it. From the knowledge now 
to be obtained, it appears to have been firit regu- 
Jarly applied to the cure of lues. The fuccefs 
which attended its ufe, muft have given to the dif- 
coverer a pleafure almoft as fublime as were the 
felings of the phyfician who firft difcovered that 
purging and bleeding could cure the yellow fever. 
For its ravages were not lefs great. Nor can we 


* Dr. Rhh’s Lectures. 
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fuppofe that fo valuable a remedy would foon go 
into difufe, and accordingly we find falivation 
was long efteemed the only cure of lues. But 
probably the morbific theory kept it in ufe, for it 
was confonant with their ideas, to efteem a me- 
dicine which evacuated the venereal matter. Ac- 
cident which firft difcovered the remedy, in time 
convinced phyficians falivation was unneceflary. 
Tis now fufficient to the cure that: fo much mer- 
cury be introduced into the body as fhall by its fti- 
mulus throw the excitement from the lymphatic and 
‘glandular, into all the fyftems. 1 may be afked why 
if mercury cures lues by its ftimulant quality, 
do not other ftimuli cure it? 1 anfwer they 
do,|}as Opium and G. Guaacum; the firft of 
which atts, only by equalizing the excite- 
ment. Though falivation is improper in lues, it is 
the Dei donum in other difeafes. Chronic rheuma- 
tifm which fo frequently baffles other remedies, 
yields to the falivary difeafe. Lord Chefterville 
was cured of it by accidental falivation. 

How happy muit that pyhfician be who difcovers 
a remedy for paralitic extremities, hemiplegia 
epilepfy and madnefs, after frequently. failing 
with the ufual remedies. ‘This remedy he will 
I think find in the falivary difeafe. The wife of 
Mr. John Hall of this city was cured of madnefs by 
falivation, under Dr. Ruth’s care after it. had 
continued with different ftates of violence five 
years. She is now welland has lately brought him 
an heirefs. Gout however protceform fubmits to. 
this remedy. I. Buchannan was admited in the 
P.. Hofpital laft winter, with the gout; after 
taking mercury till his mouth was affected, he 
was cured But its virtues do not reft with chro- 
nic diieales. ‘The moft acute dileafes in the world 
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are equally under the power of falivation. Dr. 
Rufh loft but one patient in the yellow fever who 
was falivated, and from the plague being cured 
by phlegmonsI have no doubt the falivary dif- 
eafe would cure it. In fhort I might fay of fali- 
vation with truth what has been falfely faid 
of every quack medicine. But enough has been 
faid for my purpofe and to fhew its value. I fhail 
next attempt to fhew the principle upon which 
falivation cures dieafes, and from thence explain 
the facts above mentioned of one difeafe curing 
others. It has been faid, blifters are the caufes 
of difeafes when applied to a healthy body, fo is 
mercury when taken into it; in my firft propo- 
fition health is made to confift in equal excite- 
ment; blifters then give an inequality to it, by 
-acumulating it in the bliftered parts. All pain 
confifts in difproportioned excitement; as long 
therefore as pain continues, the excitement is 
acumulating from other parts and placed in that 
which is pained. Itis no objection that the pulfe 
is fome times increafed by them, this is invaria- 
bly their firft effe@, for the excitement is conducted 
into the arterial fyitem from the pained part, until 
it begins to be evacuated. A blifterto the neck 
in bilious fever cures the infupportable headach, 
fome times attendant on that difeafe, the excite- 
ment is determined from the head to the blifter 
and there evacuated. ‘This effect is eminently the 
cafe in falivation. In this the excitement is de- 
termined to the mouth in fuch quantity that all 
other accumulations are diftroyed; befides the eva- 
cuation makes roem for a fucceflion of excitement 
until no enequality exifts, but inthe mouth; and 
herein we fee the advantage it has over every 

other remedy, for no other accumulates the excite- 
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ment fo long. Blifters require repetition and even 
then they do not evacuate fo much. Let us now 
apply this to the explanation of the faéts of one 
dijeafe curing another, before enumerated. 
Madnefs has for its proximate caufe an accu- 
mulation of excitement in the brain ; the falivary 
difeafe throws it upon the mouth whereit is then 
evacuated. It is no objection to the proximate 
caufe; that fever fome times attends madnefs, 
it only fhews the excitement to be accumulated 
in both fyltems, and were the whole to be accu- 
mulated in the arterial fyftem, the head would 
be relieved. In this way the quartan fever cured . 
the apoplexy. Epilepfy accumulates the excitement 
inthe nervous and mufcular fyftems; falivation 
abftracts the accumulation and equalizes them. Sali- 
vation cures hydrocephalus, which is nothing more 
than an accumulation of excitement in the brain, 
it differs from other {tates of accumulation in this, 
that the excitement waftes itlelf by the evacua- 
tion of water, as in blifters. The falivary dif- 
eafe throws the excitement upon the mouth, and 
when there is no farther addition to the water, the 
lymphatics will be able to adjuft the brain. Quere 
do not diuretics all aét by abftraGing excitement 
from the dropfical part and not by ftimulating | 
the abforbent fyftem? Chronic rheumatifm de- 
pends upon excitement accumulated in the muf- 
cles; thedalivary difeafe places it upon the mouth. 
In {hort whatever difeafes are cured by the faliva- 
ry difeafe-have for their proximate caufe accu- 
muletion of excitement in the fy{tem where they are 
feated, and are cured by that excitement being 
placed in the mouth, and from thence watted. 
But it ts not neceflary that the excitement fhould 
in every cale be evacuated. ‘lis merely necel- 
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fay that it be accumulated in a.part of lefs danger 
where, being lefs infulated, it more eafily may be 
equalized ; this occvred in the cutaneous difeates 
which cured others; Enilepfy melancholy and mad- 
nefs were cured by the itch, the accumulated ex- 
eitement in thofe cafes was placed in the cutanes 
ous fyitem, where if it did not equalize it could re. 
main years, without detriment tothe body—all the . 
cafes which have been enumerated of cutaneous 
difeafes curing others are refolvable into the fame 
explanation. Strangury cures dilfeafe by placing 
the excitement in the glandular fyftem,, and ie 
fhews,. that to cure difeafe, we may accumulate ex- 
citement iv parts of ‘great importance. ‘The pleuri- 
fy was cured by: ftrangury i in Grofo; although’ im 
doing it, the excitement was thrown upon the kid= 
neys, apart much’ fooner diforganized than the 
pleura or lungs: Now the caufe of the ftrangury ix 
the - blifter,: a: he effects. of blifters in other 
parts,. do not c hoeziah it Ag ie ee — 
{trangury cures di b 
citement in ti 
time, but | 
when it leaves 
bility fhould it 
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all the fact which have: 
been mentioned, br ia the enumeration I om- 
mitted Many whill would have illuftrated the pro- 
pofition, fo in the explanati ion, I am limited to a ve- 
ry few; to confider them all would require many 
additional pages, and 1 have already exceeded tle 
~ufual limits of a thefis 
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3. EE APPLICATION TO PRACTICE. 


This is fo obvious as. fcarcely to require a 
comment. The facts which have been quot- 
ed, prove to ademonftration, the influence one dif- 
eafe hasin the cure of another. This then may be 
applied to practice, that though patients would 
object to difeafe as a remedy in recent difeafes; they 
might be induced to fubmit in old chronic difeafes, 
where the exhauftion of hope leaves the mind lefs 
fa{tidious in the choice of remedies. It will alfo 
prevent the curing of thofe difeafes which oc- 
cur in the bddy with others, and which left may 
be attended with the happieft confequences. Nor 
need I mention the difeafes in which this practice 
would be important; If it were only applied to the 
cure of thofe cafes which had gone the routine of 
medicine, we might prieeblpcsigmete burden of 
poor, ae bec g humanity. | 
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